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TETANUS IMMUNISATION POLICY 

Issues related to the provision of tetanus containing vaccine have been raised with the Department of Human Services. 

Burns and other Wounds 

A full medical assessment is needed to determine if burns and wounds are tetanus prone. All penetrating injuries, however trivial, should be considered to be tetanus prone, as well as more serious injuries with tissue damage such as burns. If it is determined that tetanus vaccine is required it is usually accessed via the Doctors Bag Emergency Supply. If there are problems with supply through the doctors bag the vaccine may be ordered through the Immunisation Section of DHS.
Tetanus Immunoglobulin (TIG)

Tetanus immunoglobulin (TIG) is available from the Red Cross (Ph 9694 0364) for a tetanus prone wound if a course of tetanus vaccine has not previously been given.

National Immunisation Program

The current National Immunisation Program (NIP) recommends a tetanus containing vaccine at 50 years of age (provided a previous dose has not been given in the past 10 years). Immunisation Providers in fire affected areas are encouraged to take this opportunity to ensure that this dose is administered in accordance with the recommendations in the Australian Immunisation Handbook (9th edition). 

This vaccine is accessed through the Immunisation Section of DHS.

There is no indication for any other provision of tetanus immunisation. Routine 10 yearly booster doses are no longer recommended.
HOW TO ORDER VACCINE
All vaccine orders should be directed to the Immunisation Section of DHS on: 
Telephone:
1300 882 008 
Facsimile:
1300 768 088
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