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Re:    H1N1 Influenza 09 Human Swine Flu
         General Practitioner role in local Public Health Response
In addition to the key role that General Practitioners are playing in their own practices during the current outbreak of influenza, there are opportunities for you to be involved in the public health response in your local communities. 

The Victorian Department of Human Services (DHS) is seeking GPs who are willing to register their interest in providing such a response in the following ways:

1. At affected schools in your local community.  

Such a role would likely involve:

-attendance at a school where a case/cases of Human Swine Influenza has been confirmed to work with the school nurse/public health nurse

-dispensing of anti-viral medications to contacts, according to DHS protocols

-undertaking throat swabs to assist with case finding

-assisting with contact tracing

Experience to date suggests that these school visits require around 4 hours of nurse/doctor time. DHS will provide participating GPs with PPE, equipment required for conducting swabs and anti-viral medications.

2. At designated "Flu clinics"

As demand for services increase on hospitals and other health services there may be a need to establish "Flu clinics" in local communities. DHS anticipate that these would likely be set up in relative proximity to hospital Emergency Departments.  

Please indicate your willingness to assist in the ways described above by completing the form below and faxing back to the Division. This information will be held by the Division and used only to contact you to request your assistance should the need arise.

	Name 


	

	Practice Address


	

	Contact Phone 

BH

AH



	I am willing to assist in the public health response in my local schools should this be needed 
	Yes

No

	I am willing to assist in the operation of designated community Flu Clinics in my local area if needed 
	Yes

No

	I am most likely to be available at the following times

Monday am/pm    Tuesday am/pm    Wednesday am/pm    Thursday am/pm    Friday am/pm

Saturday am/pm    Sunday am/pm




Please complete and fax back to Melbourne General Practice Network on 03 9347 7433
