

National Bowel Cancer Screening Program – Victorian Program Reference Group
Background

National Bowel Cancer Screening Program (NBCSP) is a population health initiative aimed at early detection and prevention of bowel cancer. The program goal is to reduce the morbidity and mortality associated with bowel cancer. Phase One of the NBCSP is inviting Australians aged 55 and 65 and those involved in the pilot project to participate. Phase 1 invitations will be complete by 30 June 2008.
The program poses potentially significant service and cost impacts on Victorian public and private health services. These impacts arise from additional demand from NBCSP participants for screening colonoscopies together with follow up treatment and care for patients who have bowel cancer and other bowel conditions detected.

Victoria developed a cross-divisional implementation plan to guide the Victorian implementation of Phase One of the NBCSP.
Role

The Victorian Program Reference Group is a time-limited group constituted to provide:

1. Expert advice and input on the Victorian implementation of the NBCSP, in the context of the policy framework of the NBCSP and the Victorian implementation plan.
2. Expert advice and input to guide planning for future phases of the program.
Length of Term 

1 June 2008 to 30 May 2009

Frequency of meetings

Quarterly

Terms of Reference

The Program Reference Group will:

1. Provide expert advice and input on bowel cancer screening programs policy issues in the Victorian context including:

· quality provision of colonoscopy
· service models and capacity
· workforce impacts

· education and training

· equitable access

· sustainability
2. Provide advice, guidance and clinical leadership in relation to bowel cancer screening.

3. Provide advice on emerging issues relating to bowel cancer screening, including clinical developments, new technology and epidemiological evidence.
4. Provide insight and advice on the evaluation framework of the Victorian implementation of the NBCSP.
5. Provide insight and advice on the development of a plan for streamlined implementation of future phases of the NBCSP.

Suggested Membership
Membership will be by invitation. Additional members may be invited from time to time as need dictates.

The Program Reference Group will include representatives from:
1. The Gastroenterological Society of Australia (GESA)
2. Royal Australian College of Physicians (RACP)

3. Royal Australasian College of Surgeons (RACS)
4. The Royal Australian College of General Practitioners (RACGP)
5. General Practice Victoria (GPV)
6. The Cancer Council Victoria (TCCV)
7. Royal College of Pathologists of Australasia (RCPA)
8. The Australasian College of Anaesthetists (ANZCA)

9. Private hospital representative
10. National Quality Working Group

11. A non-designated health service

12. A metropolitan designated provider

13. A rural designated provider

14. A consumer
Suggested Consultative Parties

The group may consult with or co-opt relevant technical experts, such as the Commonwealth, health economists and epidemiologists as required.

